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 Being very content to just play with my 
father’s old train set, the desire to even 
collect these items never even occurred to 

me. I was only 10 years old at the time. I 
do remember though, that my collecting 
habit started around this time with a 
range of small fantasy characters that 
caught my eye and so feverishly saving 
up my weekly pocket money, I set out 
to get the whole collection. I am a late 

starter to the collecting of Hornby Dublo, be 
it  electric trains, the tinplate rolling  stock or 
the basic diecast accessories. This interest 
is shared by many, who  enjoy  O gauge 
and OO gauge from all manufacturers

since the turn of the 20th Century. So 
it makes sense to bring that wealth of 
information together into the Vintage 
Model Railways web site and now the new 
eMagazine. Both include contributions  by 
volunteers, adding to a wealth of detail and 
knowledge. So as the site grows, more 
information can be shared and archived 
for all collectors to enjoy. The eMagazine 
aims to include all aspects of vintage trains 
and manufacturers as well as the allure of 
collecting and its pitfalls. 
So, sit back, enjoy your beverage of choice 
and enjoy the ride of collecting  Vintage 
Model Railways. Mark Hobson  

Special Edition eMag
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AUSTRALIAN O GAUGE STATIONS The Basic White Picket Fence 
Station. Circa 1950s

 In this modern age, it pays to 
take time  out from the terabytes of 

digital technology and highly detailed                                                                                    
scale model railways to ponder the stories 

and lessons behind the simpler objects from 
our model railway past.                                                     

  For the younger generations, it is difficult to imagine what it 
would be like to grow up in a country haunted by decades of 
economic hardships and the after effects of a devastating global 
war. This was a time when children were content with hand crafted 
playthings, an experience quickly and sadly vanishing from the 
collective memory of humanity.                                                                                                    

   It was in these years of post-war recovery, with import restrictions 
and rationing choking global trade, that proprietors of the local 
hobby shops and toy emporiums found themselves with empty 
shelves and catalogue gaps.  The demand for budget oriented 
toys was still strong, especially during the holiday periods, as 
returned servicemen made up for lost time with their children. As 
revenues and turnover fell, struggling vendors began to encourage 
members of various hobbies and trades to step up to the plate and 
restock their inventory with locally manufactured products. 

  Born out of this boom in urban manufacturing was the classic 
O-Gauge wooden train station. These simplistic stations, 
originating from small workshops and back yard sheds, were 
never meant to rival the exquisite pre-war models of the industrial 
giants, Britain, Germany and the United States. Rather, mirroring 
the arts and crafts movement of the previous generation, they 

were crafted to be pure ephemera.  It is ironic, then, that these 
simple, locally manufactured playthings inspired a new generation 
of railway modellers, and are often treasured by their original 
owners as they try to relive the sentiment and nostalgia of a 
distant youth.   

  Sadly, toy stations that have survived over the decades are 
quickly being discarded or are gathering dust, overlooked at flea 
markets, collectables fairs and online market places.  However, 
today’s discerning collector can make good use of these stations 
to add colour and context to a display of contemporary Australian 
manufactured O-Gauge rolling stock.  Known examples of these 
wooden stations include:

Picket Fence 

Electric Light Picket Fence

Petroleum

Emgee

Olympic Products

Real Rail

Model Toy Products
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Picket Fence Stations: 
The picket fence stations are of 
simple construction, with hand painted 
windows and doors, and come in at 
least two ramped platform variants. The 
commonality between the two types 
of stations offered by this unknown 
manufacturer is the white picket fence(s) 
mounted to the rear edge of the platform.  
Basic Picket Fence Station: 
The basic version has a centrally mounted 
ticket office with a hand painted window 
and door, and is topped with a bright red, 
cantilevered gable roof.  Further adorning 
the platform are two seats mounted in 
front of a white picket fence, which runs 
the length of the rear platform.
Electric Light Picket Fence 
Station: This slightly more elaborate 
style of station also features the bespoke 
picket fence, however, it has a central 
gap, with each section of fencing having 
a square billboard containing popular 
period advertising.  Further setting 
this station apart is the reddish brown, 
stencilled, brick patterned base, with 
large white grout lines, giving it a rather 
cartoonish look.  The station has a green, 
oval-shaped, flat roof.  Supporting this 
roof is a small, white-washed building, as 
well as a brick stencilled pillar containing 
a wired-in torch bulb.  The building has 
hand painted doors labelled “Ladies” 
and “Baggage”, embellished with 
exaggerated, arrow-shaped hinges.
Petroleum Stations: 
This rather vibrant type of wooden railway 
station is often sought after by railway 
and garagenalia collectors alike, and as 
such, fetches a higher price, in the mid-
to-high double digits.  No doubt, many of 
these served a dual role in playtime as 
railway and auto service stations, 

Electric Light Picket Fence

Petroleum

Emgee

Photograph by Guy Span
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due to their featuring period 
advertising from the likes of Golden 
Fleece, Mobil, Plume, Shell Motor 
Spirit, Pennants and Cross Kerosene, 
amongst others. 
  Even if these iconic paper billboard 
advertisements have long since 
perished, the stations are still easily 
identified by their small, cantilevered 
roof.  A device cut from thin board 
supports this roof and is mounted to 
the rear of the platform.  This device 
also features a ticket office, hand-painted 
in a crude linear-perspective style, which 
may vary in height between individual 
examples.  The rectangular platform is 
usually painted in green with a strip of 
brick stencilling along the front edge. 
  The platform features a basic seat, 
mounted slightly off-centre to the right.  
A second, smaller, truncated billboard is 
fixed to the left hand side.  An alternate 
variant has been observed, with a 
rudimentary signal, pinned to a section of 
dowel, erected at one end of the platform.  
It is of note that this signal had many 
features in common with early 

“ModelToy Products” signals, including 
its basic shape, suggesting that it may 
have been a post-production addition. 
  Some have pointed out that the 
Petroleum Stations have many similar 
features in their design to the “Picket 
Fence” type offerings, including brick 
stencilling, hand painting and similar seat 
design. This may or may not indicate a 
common source of manufacture. 

EMGEE Stations: 
This station is identifiable by the EMGEE 
logo stamped on its baseboard, and 
its unusual, sheet metal gable roof, 
supported by two fragile wooden dowels.  

A light green stationmaster’s office and 
seats adorn the unpainted platform. The 
stationmaster’s office may have, at one 
time, held the batteries to power the roof 
mounted light. A surprisingly intricate 
metal fence wraps around the platform, 
and may be an example of the recycling 
of stamping scraps. Tab-mounted onto 
the fence is a small “Central Station” sign.
  No further details of this particular 
manufacturer have been forthcoming as 
at the time of writing this article, and may 
sadly be lost in the sands of time.  It is 
reasonable to conclude, however, that 
Melbourne is the most likely candidate 
as the location of manufacture, due to the 

station pictured in this article 
originally being 

gifted by a railwayman living 
in Upwey, Victoria to his grandsons, 

AUSTRALIAN O GAUGE STATIONS OLYMPIC PRODUCTS



in the late 1940s.
 

Olympic Products Stations: 
Manufactured in the Inner West Sydney 
suburb of Annandale in the late 1940s, 
these stations are found in both long and 
short platform variations. Constructed 
solely of wood, they are basic in form, and 
would not look out of place on a modern 
Brio wooden railway.  A central flat roofed 
shelter, with bench seat, tops the platform, 
which is backed by a thin wall that follows 
the ramp contours.  Posts or small turned 
trees were sometimes mounted to outer 
edges of the platform.  Examples have 
been found with or without the “An Olympic 
Products” logo, and sometimes feature 
station names.  There is some conjecture 
as to whether these were originally 
marketed as an O-Gauge accessory, or 
were intended as a simple educational 
plaything that was commandeered by 
budding engineers.

Real Rail: 
These cheery stations are simple in form, 
made from recycled materials, and are 
roughly painted in bright colours. They 
usually feature a squat ramp platform, 
topped with a small shelter.  Real Rail 
offerings are by far the most basic of all 
the wooden stations featured in this article, 
possibly a result of their war-time origins.  
As they were exclusively manufactured 
and retailed in New Zealand, they are 
quite hard to find in Australia. 

ModelToy Products:
Manufactured in Maitland, New South 
Wales, these stations were part of 
a wide range of wooden O-Gauge 
accessories offered by this small scale 
manufacturer.  They are some of the more 
commonly found stations as they were 
widely distributed at the time, and were 
even used in shop displays and layout 
suggestions by contemporary locomotive 
manufacturers, such as Ferris.  There 

are several types of these stations 
all made from wooden board, with 
the most common being the saw 
tooth goods shed, and the art deco 
roofed station variants.
   As you can see, imagination and 
creativity flourished in the short 
lived, post-war O-Gauge boom. 
Much the same as our motoring 
industry in present times, the 
local manufacture of O-Gauge 
accessories was slowly choked out 
by the easing of import restrictions 
and the growth of other, more 
detailed, offerings in the model 
railway world. However, while 

brief, this period of backyard innovation 
implanted the seed of railway modelling in 
the hearts of many early baby boomers. 
This seed was to grow to fruition in 
adulthood as the century rolled on, helping 
establish the thriving model railroad 
community we observe today, which is 
successfully weathering the onslaught of 
the digital age.
   If we take the time to study these simple 
stations from our past, created by the 
pioneering modellers who walked before 
us, we are reminded of how fortunate 
we are to live in an age where our every 
hobbyist need is catered for by a plethora 
of high resolution, true to scale products. 

TOP: early clockwork Robilt “Edward 
Henty” Spirit of Progress locomotive

OPPOSITE: 1950s Ferris C36 class 
locomotive  with the less common  Black 
“Crinkle” finish

source material:
 Bruce MacDonald’s book “Spring, Spark and Steam” as well as period advertisements and catalogues.



HOW TO DO IT: Paint Stripping Your Dublo Loco

1. Original body before any                                                                                                                                              
    work is carried out 

2.  The body totally                                                                                                                                          
      stripped

5. Clean body with a 
fine abrasive

6. After final clean

9. Filing finished to 
show casting ridge

10. Re-shaping the cab
roof



3. The whistle has been                                                                                                                                             
     removed

4. After the overnight 
dettol bath to strip paint

7. Filing the body casting
seam

8. Cleaned flashing 
around the windows

11. Roof finished and 
casting seam smoothed off

12. Undercoat finished  
ready for top coat
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LMS PACIFIC LOCOMOTIVES BY MECCANO
Locomotives of which Meccano marketed models

Princess Elizabeth Locomotive 6201, on the 
cover of the 1937 Hornby Book of Trains

In O-gauge, Meccano pro-
duced a series of ostensi-
bly prototypical models of 

many locomotives but most 
were just produced into a toy 
market using existing tools. 

For example, the models of the O-
Gauge Pacific class locomotives Nord 31240 and Flying Scots-
man 4472 were fitted with mechanisms with 4-4-2 wheel con-
figurations. There were thus only seven examples in total (one 
Pacific class and six other models) which could be considered 
to be anything approaching authentic reproductions.
   In its OO-gauge range, Meccano produced ten models of 
locomotives with the Pacific 4-6-2 (2′C1′) wheel arrangement, 
but this note will only deal with those originating within the LMS.

Hornby Princess Royal Class Locomotive
   The Hornby model appeared in 1937, only four years after 
the prototype appeared on LMS metals. The model was cer-
tainly impressive [with an equally impressive price tag of £5-
5-0 {£5.25} which was 1.34 times the average weekly wage of 

£3.87] and Hornby literature announced it as a scale model. It 
came in a wooden presentation box.
   However the Hornby Lizzie (as the class was almost univer-
sally known) was not without its faults. The two most obvious 
ones were the glaring humpback appearance of the Belpaire 
firebox and the lesser one of the crudity of the trailing truck 
beneath the firebox. Hornby tried to maintain the scale length 
of the impressive boiler but (because the problem of running on 
tight 2-ft radius O-Gauge track meant that some overall short-
ening in the final product had to take place) adjustments had to 
occur in the proportions.
   The ratio of smokebox length to total heating elements length 
in the model is 0.21 whilst that of the prototype is 0.29. The ratio 
of firebox length to total heating elements length in the model is 
0.42 whilst that of the prototype is 0.24. This firebox difference, 
combined with internal clearance issues with the electric motor, 
lead to the very unfortunate characteristic slope of the top of 
the firebox. The trailing bogie problem was overcome by many 
owners by the addition of false sheet metal sides. The tender is 
a very pleasing model.
   The motor was a new model 20V AC one. However I have 
heard recently that a clockwork version was manufactured and 

O Gauge
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that one resides in the collection of the late Bill Baker. Hauling 
capabilities were unquestioned but Hornby did recommend that 
the locomotive be run on “new Hornby solid steel track” rather 
than tinplate track.  
I have never owned a Lizzie.

Technical specifications for the Princess Royal class can be 
found at the foot of this article.

Duchess of Atholl (LMS 6231)
   The drawings for the Duchess of Atholl model (with single 
chimney) were completed before the Second World War but, de-
spite current advertising, the model was not produced until after 
hostilities had ceased.
   Building of the prototype (without streamlining) commenced in 
1938, meaning that Meccano was very much on-the-ball. Cyl-
inders were placed further forward than those on the Princess 
Royal class and this enabled a reduction in driving wheelbase 
despite larger driving wheel size. It also provided clearance for 
the rocking shafts which activated the inside steam valves.
   Locomotives originally built in non-streamlined (conventional) 
style can be recognised by the curved continuous running plate 
ahead of the cylinders.
   Post-war advertising for the model commenced in December 
1947 with release scheduled for March 1948 and with double 
chimney as had been fitted to the prototype in 1940. The real 
Duchess of Atholl was fitted with smoke deflectors in 1946 but 
these were never fitted to the Dublo model.
   Meccano did not run into the same production problems as 
was experienced with the O-Gauge design and the model is very 
pleasing to the eye, but it is not without faults. One of the most 
grating is that the driving wheels do not line up with the body 
wheel arches. Another but still relatively minor one is the short-
cuts taken with the valve gear. A third one, particularly when 
viewed from above, is the absence of the very obvious cluster 
of safety valves.
   All variants appeared for sale in LMS Crimson Lake. Initial 
models were produced with 12V DC horseshoe-magnet motors 
with no stamping under the cab roof. They also sported a ver-
tical hook alignment of the front bogie similar to that used on 
the Dublo Sir Nigel Gresley. Early production tenders had open-

spoked wheels while later models had webbed spokes. In 1949, 
heavier trailing trucks and front bogies (without the vertical bar) 
were introduced at the same time as the launch of Alnico mag-
nets. The stamping EDL2 appeared underneath the cab roof. All 
Dublo LMS-derived Pacific class locomotives used a ½” motor 
(but more of that anon).
The model was last listed in Meccano literature in April 1953.
My first Dublo locomotive was a second-hand Duchess of Atholl 
purchased in the late 1950s.

Technical specifications for the Coronation class can be found at 
the foot of this article.

“Incidentally, Duchess of Atholl (LMS 6231) was involved in a 
fatal accident near Ecclefechan (SE of Lockerbie) in 1945 when 
the driver overran a signal at danger. Both he and his fireman 
died, but no passengers perished (although 31 were injured)”.

Duchess of Montrose (BR 46232; original 
LMS running number 6232)
   The prototypical Duchess of Montrose was built in the same 
batch as the Duchess of Atholl and subsequent alterations oc-
curred in the same time frame.
   The Dublo model was released in February 1953 at the same 
time as the Duchess of Atholl model was phased out. BR had, 
by 1951, finished with livery trials and all passenger locomotives 
appeared in what became known as Brunswick Green. The tool-
ing was essentially the same as that of Atholl but the Montrose 
running plate was modified with slots for smoke deflectors and 
with the stamping EDL12 underneath the cab roof. Final ver-
sions of the Montrose locomotive appeared in 1959 with chassis 
fitted with nickel-silver plated wheels, and with nylon bogie, truck 
and tender wheels. The bodies were distinguished by the stamp-
ing being reduced to L12.
My first Duchess of Montrose was a matt-paint-finish one, pur-
chased second-hand in 1975.

Hornby-Dublo CPR 1215
In the mid-1950s, Meccano tried for some sort of export penetra-
tion with the introduction of a doctored Montrose body into the 
North American market. This was singularly unsuccessful and 
the less said here, the better.

I have never had an example of one of these.

Hornby-Dublo Coronation Class     
(Duchess/City Class)
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City of London (BR 46245; original LMS 
running number 6245)

  The City of London was the first of the fifth batch (of four loco-
motives), built in streamlined form in 1943.
   In February 1959, Meccano announced the introduction of two-
rail track and a series of new models. The City of London was one 
of these and was produced using both a new body and chassis 
moulding. Parts for the newer type and older type are therefore 
not interchangeable. This also meant that the ½” motors could 
not be swapped. The chassis was fitted with nickel-silver plated 
wheels, and with nylon bogie, truck and tender wheels.
   The new body moulding was that of a de-frocked streamlined 
locomotive with the discontinuous running plate above the cyl-
inders. The sloping smokebox top had begun to be removed by 
BR in 1952, so there was no need for it to be represented in the 
models. The new model rectified some of the problems with 

wheel arches and safety valves, and had no stamping beneath 
the cab roof.
Production continued right up to Meccano’s demise in 1964.

I did not obtain a model of City of London until the late 80s.

City of Liverpool (BR 46247; original LMS 
running number 6247)

   The prototypical City of Liverpool was produced in the same 
batch and to the same specifications as City of London.
With Meccano concentrating on the new two-rail venture, the 
three-rail City of Liverpool was not introduced until November 
1961. The chassis block and body casting are identical to those 
of the City of London.

I did not acquire my model of City of Liverpool until 2005.

LMS PACIFIC LOCOMOTIVES BY MECCANO

Hornby-Dublo locomotive on author’s layout
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Specification Princess Royal Coronation
Bogie wheel diameter 3 ft 0 in (0.914 m) 3 ft 0 in (0.914 m)

Driving wheel diameter 6 ft 6 in (1.981 m) 6 ft 9 in (2.057 m)

Trailing wheel diameter 3 ft 9 in (1.143 m) 3 ft 9 in (1.143 m)

Driving wheelbase 15 ft 3 in (4.648 m) 14 ft 6 in (4.420 m)

Overall length 74 ft 4 1⁄4 in (22.663 m) Conventional: 73 ft 10 1⁄4 in 
(22.511 m)

Width 9 ft 0 in (2.743 m) 9 ft 0 in (2.743 m)

Height 13 ft 3 in (4.039 m) 13 ft 3 in (4.039 m)

Loco weight 104.50 long tons Conventional: 105.25 long tons

Tender weight 54.65 long tons 56.35 long tons

Firegrate area 45 sq ft (4.2 m2) 50 sq ft (4.6 m2)

Boiler pressure 250 psi (1723 kPa) 250 psi (1723 kPa)

Cylinders (4) 16 1⁄4 in × 28 in (413 mm × 711 
mm)

16 1⁄2 in × 28 in (419 mm × 711 
mm)

Valve gear Walschaert’s (4) Walschaert’s (2, with rocking 
shafts to internal cylinders)

Tractive effort 40,285 lbf (179.20 kN) 40,000 lbf (177.9 kN)

Source Material:   
      
Foster, Michael (1980); Hornby Dublo Trains, New Cavendish Books, London, W1M 3AH
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LMS_Coronation_Class; accessed 16 Oct 2016
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LMS_Princess_Royal_Class; accessed 16 Oct 2016
https://uk.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20100315071014AA4sFWm; accessed 23 Oct 2016
http://www.brightontoymuseum.co.uk/index/Princess_Elizabeth_locomotive_6201,_in_presentation_case_(Hornby_Series); 
accessed 21 Oct 2016
Nock, O.S. (1966); The British steam railway locomotive, Volume 2 from 1925 to 1965, Ian Allan, London

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION FOR THE PRINCESS ROYAL AND 
THE CORONATION CLASS



TRI-ANG 3F JINTY



TRI-ANG 3F JINTY
Circa 1973 from a starter set and numbered 
2021. This example is in fine condition, with a 
little rust showing on the couplings.  Changes 
were made by Tri-ang over the years. 

LINE ITEMS USED:
Crescent water tower, circa 1953, Wardie master 
models - Track and Sation personnel, circa 1951. 
Two rail Hornby Dublo track circa 1959
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TRI-ANG 3F JINTY

BACK in 1950 the Hornby 
0 gauge M1 train set (like 

that at right) which I re-
ceived at Christmas 
was a natural choice 
for Santa.  Hornby 

0 gauge by then was 
synonymous with toy 

trains for younger boys.  
In the current era these 0 

gauge sets are dated – nothing 
with more than four wheels, all made of printed tinplate, the en-
gine clockwork. The train runs in mesmerising circles, until the 
spring loses tension  and the train slows down to a halt, as mo-
tionless as a condominium cabinet during Lent. 
   Yes, pocket money bought more track, more rolling stock and a 
signal, but it was really just a toy train.  Many decades later I be-
came a Hornby collector and now I prize these metal trains. But 
Hornby collectors favour the more upmarket models, led by the 
4-4-0 Eton and the 4-6-2 Princess Lizzie.  And of course three-
rail Hornby Dublo, including rarities such as the Ludlow Castle.
   Most of us know that Meccano Ltd, makers of Hornby 0 gauge 
from 1920 onwards, launched Hornby Dublo trains in 00 scale 
back in 1938.  Liverpool wanted to copy the success of Trix Twin 
and other makes. World War II stopped production until October, 
1946.  Dublo’s solid growth during the 1950s was deflated by 
Tri-ang Railways starting up in 1950 to compete with the highly 
popular post-war Hornby Dublo.  

Tri-ang challenges Dublo 
    An inexpensive range of realistic plastic-bodied models made 
by Rovex hit the market, initially for Marks and Sparks.  They ran 
on two-rail track. Savouring musty aromas of hops and yeast, 
Rovex Plastics Ltd was initially based in an old brewery at Peter-
sham Road, Richmond.  After the take-over by Lines Bros, the 
Rovex system became Tri-ang Railways and the range quickly 
increased.  In 1954 Tri-ang built a large factory at Margate in 
Kent, now housing a Hornby museum, café and the Hornby Visi-
tor Centre.  The demand for the larger 0 gauge trains was de-
clining, with both Dublo and Tri-ang focussed on competing for 
leadership in 00 scale.  
   Tri-ang embraced the age of plastics. The Tri-ang Princess 

Elizabeth body was cast in cellulose acetate, giving early mod-
els a glossy finish and, like me, a warped appearance in later 
life.  Illustrated below is the second model of the Tri-ang Prin-
cess. Plunger pickups were later replaced with roller pickups, 
and after sintered iron wheels were fitted, power was picked up 
by copper wipers.  Various other improvements were made by 
Tri-ang, which shouldered development costs while competing 
with Dublo.  Our topic today is not the Princess but a smaller 
engine, a popular little prince, for such is the proper status of a 
Princess’s smaller brother. 

  
      And so we meet Tri-ang’s shunting locomotive.  The model 
is a fine miniature of the LMS 3F class 0-6-0T, a Henry Fowler 
design from 1924, affectionately called “Jinty”. Some of these 
engines are preserved, and our next photo is a 3F # 47279 run-
ning on the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway.  

  What led railway modellers to favour Tri-ang over Hornby Dub-
lo? Maybe it was like the Ford vs Holden rivalry that dominated 

 image courtesy of www.tri-angrailways.com

Meet Jinty
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vehicle sales in Australia before the Japanese makers got involved.  Both were good product lines, well matched.  Tri-ang’s early 
adoption of plastic allowed fine detail (by the standards of the day) and 2-rail track was more realistic. Wiring was simple provided 
reverse loops were avoided.  The range was wide and the Tri-ang factory in Australia offered local prototype.  In my case it was just 
what I saw in shop windows. Today, my trio of Jintys links Goldilocks’  three bears with the football team, the 
All Blacks. Three  Jintys, all black. I must summon up bravery to share
with you the next image: my first Jinty, as it is today. 
   Living at Junee in the days of steam, watching shunting 
from the overhead road bridge and then cycling to the fringe 
of town I absorbed the sights and smells at the largest round-
house in the southern hemisphere. Here I studied the 
real engines with their greater detail, and I tried to im-
prove the Jinty’s appearance by adding handrails, piping 
and a compressor.  Completed by fine scale wheels from  Rom-
ford.  
Gorre & Daphetid   
   Old-timers in the hobby will know of the late John Allen’s railroad of this name in Monterey, California. Constructed in HO gauge 
and mesmerising detail, it goes back to the 1950s.  John was named the world’s greatest model railroader, and died in 1973 just two 
weeks before his masterpiece was destroyed by fire. What many didn’t know was the pronunciation of its name, Gory and Defeated.  
The finish on my Tri-ang 3F was shiny so a coat of flat black left it more representative of a real, hardworking steam engine.  Gathering 
dust, this 60-year old relic of my youth survives, witness the photo. The motor lost, it no longer turns a wheel, a static exhibit.  Origi-
nally straight as a die, the plastic has lost its precision. The boiler and watertank no longer align with political correctness, nor much 
else.  Cracks are appearing, the cab has aged, front buffers point in different directions. But now it has character and personality.  
The body moulding has lost its shape, and if you ever owned Tri-ang wagons or coaches with plastic roofs, you will know that plastic 
mouldings from this era can take on shapes that would put Pablo Picasso in the shade. While there is no trace of blood it’s certainly 
not gory, but is has succumbed to age and certainly looks defeated. 

  Jinty updated     
   Although I moved on to 0 gauge in the years   

 ahead, my early Tri-ang  collection keeps 
memories of 00 gauge alive and well. Today, 
my static display of 00 trains includes two more 
recent examples of Tri-ang’s Jinty, so next we 

feature the second of the three. Circa 
1959 with heat printed lining, brass safety 
valves and new tension-lock couplings.  

It’s in far better condition, though missing 
the front coupling and the BR insignia on the 

water tank.  Note that Tri-ang gave this edition the number 
47606. Was there anything not to like about the 3F Jinty?   I found disfavour with the 

total absence of momentum – wishing a flywheel could have been fitted to smooth out stops and starts. Worm 
drive provides jack-rabbit acceleration, and stops are so brutally sudden they are like hitting a brick wall. These days, flywheels are 
more common and inertia controllers can smooth out momentum. The couplings too were much oversized, but these shortcomings 
were not confined to Tri-ang. 
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TRI-ANG 3F JINTY
Jinty # 3    
   Recently I was given a third Jinty, pictured here, circa 1973 
from a starter set and numbered 2021. This example is in 
fine condition, with a little rust showing on the couplings.  
Changes were made by Tri-ang over the years.  On 
my original example, the body is secured by a thread-
ed screw down through the funnel.  For mainte-
nance, this makes for excellent access and ease 
of removal, but the screw head seals off the chimney exhaust. 
Within the engine’s innards there is a smouldering build-up of 
smoke, cinders and ash. 
The big bang    
   There comes a time when internal pressure achieves a sudden 
and remarkable expression of relief. The screw ends up embed-
ded in the ceiling, ash is scattered around the room, smoke drifts 
through the house and the dogs are set barking at a decibel rating 
that brings the neighbours out in the street to find the culprit.  Tri-
ang modified the design to provide a clear passage up the chim-
ney.   Smoke, cinders and exhaust gases can now escape at both 
ends. You can see why Tri-ang re-designed the method of bodily 
attachment before Health & Safety got wind of these events.  It 
never pays to leave a screw loose.
The Merits of Two-Rail     
  The story is well known – Hornby Dublo changed to two-rail, pur-
chasers faced track wiring challenges and in 1964 Hornby ceased 
production and merged with Tri-ang.  The catalogues changed to 
Tri-ang-Hornby, and finally just Hornby, as the Tri-ang name had 
been sold.  Tri-ang is no more, but the ancestry of today’s Hornby 
trains in 00 scale is more strongly aligned with a Tri-ang herit-
age than with a continuity of the original Hornby Trains from Liv-
erpool.  Well, it’s a bit of both, and that generates healthy genes. 
Now sited within the former Tri-ang factory at Margate, the current 
Hornby Visitor Centre, the shop, museum and café were set to 
move to a popular and busy site on the water’s edge at nearby 
Ramsgate Harbour, but the move is believed to be on hold until 
profits improve.  If we buy modern 00 gauge, we should favour 
Hornby trains.

Tri-ang vs Dublo    
  We come to an inevitable comparison of the Tri-ang six-wheel
er with Hornby Dublo products.  H-D had started off in 1938 with 
an A4 Pacific (Sir Nigel Gresley) and an N2 tank. The tank was an 
0-6-2, chunkier than the Tri-ang 3F Tank, to house a larger motor 
that needed a trailing bogie above it.  But when Hornby Dublo was 
ready to match Tri-ang with its totally new two-rail system, Hornby 
met Tri-ang head on with a model of a Southern R1 0-6-0 tank 
locomotive.
   To me and to Lord Nelson (Hornby O gauge) the new Dublo 
two-rail tank pictured below bears a remarkable resemblance to 
the Tri-ang LMS 3F class 0-6-0T Jinty.  Both with plastic bodies, 
both with the characteristic small boiler, tall chimney and dome, 
inside cylinders, both elegant classics of the steam era, both redo-
lent of the 1800s.  With a pony truck neither fore nor aft, Hornby 
in 2-rail was surely copying Tri-ang, for the SR R1 was almost a 
doppelgänger of the LMS 3F.  Wheel spacing differs a bit, but in 
the twilight zone, mistakable as siblings if not twins.  Image credit 
to Hattons.co.uk  
Jinty a Youngster    
   Whereas the LMS Jinty hasn’t yet had to blow out 100 candles, 
not born until 1924, Hornby Dublo’s 2-rail 0-6-0T dates back to the 
19th century and the South Eastern & Chatham Railway.  25 were 
built way back in 1888-98, and none survive. Hornby’s 0-6-0T was 
never available in a 3-rail version. Excellent coverage of the Dublo 
0-6-0T is provided by David Braybrooks on page 19 in Australian 
Hornby Collector # 128 for March 2011, with even better coverage 
from David on page 26 in AHC # 131 for December 2011.  Like 
others, David now writes for  www.vintagemodelrailways.com.au. 
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Seven Jintys were sent to the scrapyard in Wales – below is another example, rescued and restored, 
47493:

I cannot do justice to the multitude of variants offered by Tri-ang and Hornby over the last 60+ years, 
but here is another, a brown version released in 1972 lettered for the Great Northern & Strand Railway 
and unnumbered.  This variant was used for the “Railway Children” set.

Meet the World’s Premier Tri-ang authority    
  Come with me as we turn the clock back  twenty years and open at page 19 the January 1998 issue of Model Railway Enthusiast.  
It was a Link House Magazine that sadly is no longer published. In five and a half pages noted author and authority Pat Hammond 
shares with us a “look at the first Tri-ang engine, the Jinty.”  To great acclaim, and with unequalled depth of knowledge, Pat Ham-
mond has authored a series of excellent books that include the following:
Tri-ang Railways – The Story of Rovex Volume 1 1950-1965 First published 1993, revised edition 2002, 464 pages.
Tri-ang Railways – Hornby – The Story of Rovex Volume 2 1965-1971.  First published 1998, 520 pages. 
Quotes that follow appear in the MRE magazine for January 1998.  Pat Hammond’s article includes no fewer than 19 images, each 
photo illustrating a different variant of the venerable veteran, a Tri-ang Jinty.
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TRI-ANG 3F JINTY
More Famous than the Prototype    
   Referring to Rovex Plastics, Pat tells us that “The company’s 
designer, John Hefford, was asked to come up with something 
suitable [in a step towards developing a model railway system] 
and what he produced has, over the years, become more fa-
mous than the prototype on which it was based.  Indeed, there is 
little doubt in my mind that the ten or more preserved Jinty tank 
engines benefit from the nostalgic memories the public have of 
the Tri-ang model.  [With] 412 built, the last was withdrawn from 
service on British Railways in 1967.” 
   “The original brass model had to be used for the publicity 
photographs…the production model arrived in the shops around 
June 1953 and was probably sold in sets before being available 
solo.  The first 200-300 models made carried spirit fix transfers 
of the ‘BRITISH RAILWAYS’ name.  Model Railway News illus-
trated a tank with the lion totems and ‘47606’ in large yellow 
numbers on the bunker sides.” 
Steady Improvements   
   “During 1953 and 1954 minor variations in both the totem 
transfer and the appearance of the running numbers occurred...
in 1955 the spirit fix numbers were replaced by small waterslide 
transfers…By late 1967 the first lined Jinty appeared making it 
a mixed traffic locomotive, unlike its prototype…the opportunity 
was taken to improve the appearance of the model by fitting 
brass safety valves instead of the original plastic pegs…and up-
dated in 1959 by the adoption of the new BR red lion totem in its 
larger form.”
“In 1964 new safety valves and buffers were provided, see-
through wheels and…smoke units became a standard feature.”  
“Up to 1965, over 500,000 Jinty models had been produced first 
at the Richmond factory and from late 1954, at Margate. 28% of 
the locomotives were sold solo while the rest were used to make 
up sets.”  “From the middle of 1965 the model was sold in Tri-ang 
Hornby packaging and a further 70,000 solo models were sold.” 
A totally new Jinty   
   “The black model remained in production throughout the Tri-ang 
Hornby years. Magnadhesion arrived in 1966.”  A khaki coloured 
plastic version was made in 1966 and 1967 for a ‘Strike Force 10 
Battle Space’ set.  “Production of a maroon LMS model started 
in 1970, numbered ‘7606’.”  “The tools survived for 22 years …
when they finally wore out in 1975, the model was withdrawn…
three years later a new Jinty emerged made from a completely 
new body tool and with much improved dimensions.”  

   “In 1977 the original model was reworked by a model maker, 
correcting the detail on the tank tops and greatly improving the 
bunker. Separate hand rails on the boiler sides and valve detail 
were provided. The dome was reprofiled to give it a flatter top.  
A second attempt was made, with a smaller bunker but a larger 
cab and this time with a yellow interior.  A third attempt provided 
a less detailed bunker back and a much slimmer chimney.
[At a later date] detail returned to the back of the bunker.”  
Australia’s Own      
   Pat Hammond continues with details of the Australian Jinty. 
The local company – Moldex Ltd – produced its own tool in 1959 
based on drawings supplied by Margate.  “The tool was both 
used in Australia and lent to the New Zealand factory which pro-
duced its own models from it.”  The Australian Jinty featured a 
head lamp added in front of the chimney, and later the replace-
ment of a “thick, ugly chimney” with a stove pipe design. “In all 
almost 13,000 Jintys were produced by Moldex Ltd and produc-
tion reached a peak in 1960.”    
   That concludes our quotes from Pat Hammond.  Hornby Rail-
ways website reveals that “Pat Hammond must be an amazing 
man, [his] books must be the most detailed, brilliant pieces of 
literature on a model make ever written. Pat once said in an 
interview that his life changed when the personal computer ar-
rived, he could update his work without having to retype whole 
pages.”  “Congratulations to Pat Hammond, and what a gentle-
man he is too.”
   Following the Railway Children Jinty, here is a later issue, 
an LMS version in maroon lettered for LMS, numbered 7413 
with image credit to Hattons.co.uk   The improvements in detail 
are remarkable. Separate handrails, brake shoes, new coupling 
rods, glazed windows, plated buffers, separate wheel treads 
along with crisper detail reflect steady advances in design and 
execution.
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The current Jinty    Is the Jinty model in 00 scale still made?  There was no Hornby catalogue for 2016, but turn to page 
12 in the Hornby catalogue for 2015 and you will see that a boxed set for Somerset Belle includes an 0-6-0 Class 3F locomotive in 
Somerset & Devon Joint Railway livery – dark blue and numbered 24.  With image credit to PicClick UK, here is an illustration of the 
latest model in 00 of Sir Henry Fowler’s delightful 3F class:

   This classic design, a six coupled locomotive with inside cyl-
inders, a boiler of modest diameter – allowing the crew good 
forward vision – with side tanks for water and a coal bunker at 
the rear, is a popular perennial that has proved its worth in many 
variations.  
 The full-size 0-6-0T down under  Australia has an 0-6-
0T in very much the same style as Tri-ang’s LMS 3F and Hornby 
Dublo’s SR R1.  Built in England in 1884 by the Vulcan Foundry 
for Sydney metropolitan suburban service, engines 1803 and 
1804 have been preserved at the Trainworks Railway Museum, 
Thirlmere, south-west of Sydney.  Their previous running num-
bers were 1077 and 1076.  The rust on 1076 
is now history, for after a mysterious trip away 
on a low loader he has reappeared as number 
1, in brilliant bright blue, and renamed Thomas 
the Tank Engine.  These engines appear a lit-
tle shorter than the Tri-ang 3F and the Hornby 
Southern R1. Compressing the length of an en-
gine is common with model locomotives, here 
we have a real life example to reduce shipping 
charges from the UK to down under.
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TRI-ANG 3F JINTY
Triangles Live On
   Tri-ang absorbed Hornby, but today’s lead-
ing brand of model trains throughout Britain is 
Hornby.  It’s Tri-ang that is relegated to history.  
But triangles are eternal, witness the Egyptian 
Pyramids, the Bermuda Triangle, the discoveries 
of Pythagoras, and the square of the hypotenuse. As a fan of 
Spanish composer Manuel De Falla, my interest in triangles led 
me to develop and market a novel confectionary, a three-corned 
hat sweet.  I am slowly chewing through unsold stock.
Triangles Preserved in the Concert Hall
   All triangles (such as ménage à trois &c) are worthy of interest, 
and in the genre of music I have recorded a collectable and cov-
eted CD on the bowed psaltery, a triangular instrument with 24 
strings and played with a bow.  With prac- t i c e 
the bowed psaltery can be 
p l a y e d with one 
h a n d on the head, a 
f e a t which recently earned 
m e “thunderous applause” in a 
p a c k e d public venue  at Maleny.  Conventional 
violinists have yet to equal me.  I also dedicate to Tri-ang and to 
my musical critic another delicate instrument which after daily 
practice for seven years I hope soon to have mastered.  Equilat-
eral rather than isosceles, it is even easier to play than a bowed 
psaltery, and I recommend you start with Antonio Carlos Jobim 
One Note Samba.  As illustrated, you will need to use 
both hands, and you will need the music in front of you 
for the beat and rhythm.  Three may be a crowd, 
but triangles are timeless.
The Jinty is still Current   
   Although Hornby no longer offers the 3F Jinty as LMS, remem-
ber that Hornby can supply you with Henry Fowler’s  0-6-0T 3F 
in S&DJR blue livery.  Other six-wheelers from Hornby include a 
BR 0-6-0T Class J83 or an LMS 4F 0-6-0 with tender, nowadays 
2-rail.  If your 00 layout is the aged but venerable 3-rail, rip up 
that rail in the centre, your track will look more realistic and there 
is good money in scrap metal.  The cure for any consequential 
short or open circuits is to run clockwork, or battery electric with 
radio control.  Cover up the damage with water-troughs, assum-
ing you are an honest citizen who does everything on the level. 
                        
      

A cute six-wheeler   
   Before we close, let’s move on from the Tri-ang Jinty 
R52 of the 1950s and take a peep at R3467, a recent 
0-6-0T in the current Hornby 00 range. Designed by 
William Stroudley in 1876 for SE&CR and nicely pre-

sented in two-tone lined green, it is the delightful Terrier 
‘751’.  A prettier design is hard to imagine.  Note the tall chimney, 
reaching for the sky. 
   The 0-6-0 wheel arrangement with siderods, a gem of a clas-
sic, was carried over to diesel shunters. But bogeymen soon 
entered the scene and it’s a rare sight these days to see any-
thing on rails not supported entirely by bogies.  About the only 
exception is preserved steam engines.
                                                                                   
        
        
        
        
        
       

And you like bogies?  
   Not everyone does. Bogeys are unpopular on a golf course.  I 
take sides with golfers and ornithologists and prefer birdies. But 
with one exception.  The birdie I have issues with? 

“Little birdie, flying by, dropped a present from 
the sky.  As I wiped it from my eye, I thanked the 
Lord that cows don’t fly.”
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  As collectors and lay-
out operators we all 
know this story: You 

go to a swap meet, a 
train collectors meeting, 

an auction, perhaps e-bay 
sites from different coun-

tries or somebody simply 
rings you and suddenly you get 

the chance to put your hands on 
that train you have been chasing 

for some time. You gladly hold it in your hot 
hands and conduct a thorough examination: check the body, the 
wheels and the paintwork, move the mechanism, flip the pick-
ups and operate all the levers. You’re happy with what you see 
- never with the price of course - and decide to happily part with 
your money and so becoming the proud owner of a new star on 
your layout or in your display cabinet. 
   The condition of your new purchase will tell you a lot about its 
past life, how it was treated or how much running it did. Some-
times it’s known who did mechanical or electrical repair work or 
a repaint job. But that is the point where the history usually ends. 
It may sound a bit strange but I have often wondered where my 
locos and rolling stock came from apart from the person I bought 
it off. How many times did the item change hands and on whose 
layout it was running? Was it treated lovingly or just regarded as 
an item to make money from? 
   My O-gauge IVES set from 1929 (picture 1) can tell a story 

that goes back a bit further then the usual. In the very early days 
of the train-bug getting to me, we are talking roughly 30 years 
ago, I met by chance a gentleman by the name of Graham Dodd. 

Turned out he was known around town as “The Trainman”. Mister 
Dodd introduced me to train manufacturers I had never heard of 
before. In his house he had what looked to me like a massive col-
lection of all sorts of trains in different gauges from many different 
producers. These trains were made in England, the USA, Ger-
many, France, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Italy, Switzerland, 
Spain and even Hungary.  In my attempt to process all this infor-
mation and set priorities and some form of order for my beginning 
collection I would sometimes ask Mister Dodd if he would sell me 
certain trains I fancied. His usual answer was an emphatic “no - I 
never sell that”. But over the years and as we got to know each 
other a bit better his perpetual “no” softened slightly and occa-
sionally he parted with a surplus locomotive or wagon. One of the 
sets I fancied the first time I saw it was said IVES set from 1929. 
Over many years I accepted the standard “no - I never sell that” 
when my eyes locked on to this IVES set.  
   Then one sunny day the unexpected happened: out of the blue 
he sold it. Not only did he sell the IVES set, he sold his whole 
collection. But no - not to me! A well known collector friend was 
the lucky buyer. He was then in the process of opening up a train 
museum in a Western Australian touristy country town and that 
was the station where this IVES train came to a halt. 
   And so the chase continued for another many years until one 
day I received a phone call. My friends informed me they were 
selling the museum and moving to Tasmania. Was I still inter-
ested in the IVES set? Price negotiations did not take long. The 
moment arrived quickly when I finally took possession of this 
wonderful train set. 
   To tie the end of this story to the title I have to go back to Mister 
Dodd as he had the connecting piece of information to this jigsaw 
puzzle:  Mister Dodd once told me he bought the set from a Ca-
nadian gentlemen by the name of Mr. Vanderleck who migrated 
from Ottawa to Perth shortly after World War 2 and brought this 
set with him.
   The IVES Corporation was founded in 1868 by Edward Ives and 
was located in Bridgeport, Connecticut. “Ives Toys Make Happy 
Boys” was a well known slogan. By 1928 the company was in se-
rious financial trouble and taken over by The Lionel Corporation 
in 1929. Lionel produced Ives trains under that name until 1932. 
In that transition period Lionel would pack all the IVES trains into 
IVES boxes but as sender stated Newark, New Jersey where the 
Lionel factory was.

WHO OWNED YOUR TRAINS BEFORE YOU?

1 



WHO OWNED YOUR TRAINS BEFORE YOU?
   My IVES set has all the original boxes for locomotive and tender, goods wagons (picture 2) and track (picture 3). Only the transformer 
has no box. As seen in picture 4 the transformer cable was to be screwed into a light fitting. Boxes for rolling stock were individually 
rubber stamped as seen in picture 5. The overall packaging box (picture 6) has Mr. Vanderleck’s name and Canadian address on the 
label as in picture 7. 

2 3

4

56

7

   And here is the final twist to this story: a couple of years ago I bought a book 
on Australian e-bay titled “Collectors Guide to American Toy Trains”. To my great 
surprise on the inside cover is a dedication in hand writing “To Alex from Graham 
Dodd 1991”. I don’t know this gentlemen Alex. I bought the book off somebody 
else. And on page 134 is a picture and description of the set.
    So in conclusion: full documentation of ownership for 88 years - from the fac-
tory to my layout. 

I WENT TO THE DARK SIDE FOR A 
LOOK.  Having had 3 rail for over 50 years, 

I had the opportunity to buy some 2 rail 
locomotives. Some I purchased on our 
last trip to UK (it will be the last too). It 
was some time before I started laying 
track and I had heard all about the prob-

lems with 2 rail and I had no idea what 
people were on about. I mean, I just used 

to lay 3 rail track wherever and however I 

wanted it and had no problems, so how hard could 2 
rail be? Surely with 2 rails you only have 2 possible 
problems and 3 possible problems with 3 rails. Then 
when the 2 rail track was ready I had a rapid learning 
curve, which started me on an Internet search to find 
out what everyone else was doing to overcome the 
problem. I found a simple solution and yes it was in 
my head all along. Do not try and be too clever for 
your own good, and have a lot of passing loops and 
“Park a Train” with its Locomotive, in each loop.
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V M R  CROSSWORD

ACROSS           
2 Name of this new website (7,5,7) 
    continues at 11 down
12 Three, as in triangle
14 You are; in two letters
15 American Express (abb)
16 Dry Ginger Ale (abbrev)
17 Metal connecting bar
18 Trade In (initials)
19 Communicate, negotiate
20 Manufacturer of Hornby Trains (7,3)
22 Not Public Land (inits)
24 Square flaky biscuit by Arnott’s
25 Very irate
26 GMH-Holden August 1963
28 Under World (inits)
29 Sth Grampians Adult Education (inits)
31 Ms Winfrey sings Aida
34 That is (Latin, abbrev)
35 VMR menu about past events
37 Alex who is smart 
39 Well done (4,3)
40 Toys made by Meccano Ltd
42 Designation of auction goods

43 Australia: in two letters
44 Ten shillings (3,3 abbrev)
47 Each (abbrev)
49 Audible
52 Small Business Association (abbrev)
53 Empty: in two letters
54 Master of Business Admin. (abb) 
55 VMR menu about your trains (2,6)
59 Australian Executive Trustees (inits)
60 Capable
61 Matches metal tab in tinplate toys
62 Duchess modelled by Hornby Dublo
64 Time on VMR station clock: 10 … (4,3)
65 Enter 71,077,345 on your calculator, 
then invert it and there’s the answer
66 Lone Star gauge, 2mm scale 

DOWN 
1 Aust Taxation Reports (init)
2 VMR menu for moving pictures
3 Suitable storage for nuts
4 00 trains made by Lines Bros
5 Lots and lots

6 Girl’s name derived from Amelia 
7 Not for vegetarians
8 Compound including oxygen 
9 Garden with snakes and apple trees
10 Liquid Gas (inits)
11 Continuation of 2 across
13 Romanian gypsies
21 N Gauge Train (abbrev)
23 Relaxed sound of a feline
24 Thus, therefore
27 Bigshot (3,3)
30 Offer at auction
32 Creator of verse
33 Top loco in Hornby 0 gauge
34 Tick without tea
35 Inventor of Meccano, Frank …..
36 Alone
37 Fuss
38 Energy (abbrev)
41 Image in mirror
45 Girl’s name (French)
46 Very light modelling wood
47 Fast running big bird
48 Turn up
50 Bench machine for turning
51 Hornby trains in 4mm scale, 1938
54 On VMR website, Markus M… has
 a 3-min video of alpine trains in 0 gauge
56 As well, in addition
57 You Ought To Own-up (inits)
58 Inventor of 4-stroke engine
60 Everyone
63 Order List (inits)

SOLUTION ON PAGE 51



THE BUFFER STOP : PUZZLE PAGE

PASSING TRAINS (1)
Two trains are travelling along the same stretch of single 
line track towards each other. Each train consists of an 
engine and two coaches. There is however a siding that 
can take one engine and one coach. How is it possible for 
the two trains to pass each other by using this siding?

Solutions to all these 
puzzles and the cross-

words can be found 
on page 51



HOW LONG? (2)

Solutions to all these 
puzzles and the cross-

words can be found 
on page 51

Two excursion trains depart from London Kings Cross 
and York respectively at 9.00 a.m. on the same morning, 
both heading for Lincoln. Because of engineering works, 
both will travel on the main north-eastern line to Newark-
on-Trent where both will turn off the main line.
The former is hauled by Deltic diesel locomotive Crepello 
which will average non-stop 55 km/hr for the entire jour-
ney. The latter will be hauled by steam locomotive Golden 
Fleece and will average 35 km/hr while running. However, 
this latter train will stop for 5 minutes at each of four in-
termediate stations before reaching Newark-on-Trent.

Distances are:
Kings Cross to Newark-on-Trent  194km
York to Newark-on-Trent   108km
Newark-on-Trent to Lincoln   24km

Assuming no time is required for such aspects as 
acceleration, which locomotive will be closest to Lincoln 
when the two trains catch up with each other?
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     In the wonderful spirit of our hobby, recently I was gifted a few remnants of a 1930s O 
gauge Hornby electric train set, donated to go to “a good home”. I was delighted to find a very 
distinctive four-plank, high-sided, open wagon lettered as LMS (London Midland and Scottish 
Railway).

LMS WAGONS BY HORNBY

The 1932 Hornby Open Wagon, Toy or Model?    

Hornby Trains LMS 4-plank High Goods Wagon No.12530 

From the Hornby reference book by Chris and Julie Graebe 
(1994), The Hornby Gauge O System, (completely revised, 
new edition, New Cavendish Books, London, 440 pages) I 
determined that this was a “No. 1-type wagon”. The Graebes 
suggest the running number, 12530, represents the date of the 
drawing of the design (12 May 1930), a quirk followed in quite a 

few Hornby items for design or manufacture. The printed clip-on 
solebar detail and embossed rivet-heads on the corner plates, 
respectively, place the date of manufacture after 1932 but prior 
to WWII. (A 1930s date would match the time of use by the 
original owner.) The printing represents almost every detail of 
such wagons including a shadow effect using offset black lines.

LMS High-sided Goods Wagon, Number 247185
 Photograph D1666 used by permission of the LMS Society (http://www.lmssociety.org.uk). 



In 1923, the layout of the Midland Railway (MR) open wagon 
(pictured bottom left) was adopted by the LMS  as a standard 
based on the Railway Clearing House design which was used by 
all the “Big Four” for efficiency and uniformity. This strategy also 
allowed easy replacement of defective parts across the whole 
country. The LMS Society website reports that more than fifty 

thousand of these open wagons were constructed between 1923 
and 1930, making them the most common wagon design. Have 
you got enough on your layout? The Scottish Railway Preserva-
tion Museum Society website (http://www.srpsmuseum.org.uk) 
presents an excellent picture of a preserved LMS five plank open 
wagon (and also of an earlier 1920 MR wagon).

LMS 5-plank High Goods Wagon No. 416133, Scottish Railway Exhibition, 27/03/2008

Across these photographs, three design differences are imme-
diately apparent: the different positions of the door catches, the 
angled bottom panel of the door in the SRPS picture and the 
absence of the tie-bar between the axle boxes in the LMS Soci-
ety photograph. (The tie-bar serves an important role in resisting 
stresses from the four-shoe braking system on the axle guards 
or W-irons.) The LMS Society webpage (http://www.lmssociety.
org.uk/topics/wagons.shtml) states “The majority of the wagons 
built by the LMS for ordinary goods traffic, had a carrying capac-
ity of twelve tons, and were 17’6” long over headstocks. They 

were mounted on four wheels the wheelbase on those built up 
to 1930 being 9’0” increased in the majority of cases to 10’0” 
for those built after 1930. In the period 1924-30 the emphasis 
was on open goods wagons, of the high sided type.”  With a 7 
mm scale rule, I determined that the Hornby wagon wheelbase 
is 9 feet and the length over the headstock is close to 17 feet 6 
inches. On the basis of these key measurements and the de-
tailed printing, it seems reasonable to claim this is a “model” not 
just a “toy”. Perhaps, only the plank number remains an issue! 
Toy or Model? Did anyone ever ask Frank Hornby?

Picture used under Creative Commons Licence by courtesy of the Scottish Railway Preservation Society Museum 
(http://www.srpsmuseum.org.uk/10068.htm; Photo SRPS.)
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Some of these titles can be accessed by members of the Australian Model Railway Association (AMRA) in the library at the Brisbane AMRA clubhouse.
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THE PURCHASE OF A METROPOLITAN
   We all like prowl-

ing the Internet....well 
those of us who use it, 
looking to see who has 

what – or to see what is out 
there.  On very frequent occa-

sions, well daily, I look, search 
for, or research Hornby O gauge.  

   I like to see what a good price is that is being paid on av-
erage for a particular wagon, so as to help facilitate a pur-
chase I may wish to make. Let’s face it we don’t mind paying 
for items, but if we can get them at a cheaper rate so much 
more, the better the deal. And just like the majority of people 
out there hunting a bargain, I use that dreaded auction clear-
ing house that starts with a little e and belongs in a bay...
   Most times just a breeding ground for unscrupulous opportun-
ists squeezing that extra dollar or pound out of a buyer for no 
better reason than that it is an impulse, which means if you want 
it you must up the bid now on the spot or be outbid.  This creates 
over priced items and inflated values.  Though sometimes, I must 

admit I have managed to find a few bargains on there. On Ebay 
I found a prewar Southern flat with container, boxed, and no one 
bid against it, which left me the new owner for the grand sum of 
$25 plus postage.  So yep, there can be found a bargain there.
   Other search phrases are put into search bars to find things 
as well, due to the fact that some people selling do not have a 
clue as to what they are trying to sell.  It’s Hornby tinplate, so 
it must be rare or prewar or early. Just thinking about it now, I 
seem to think that there must be about 50,000 early MO locos of 
1920s vintage, although most of them fit the postwar late 50s era.
   But there is one site that I started using recently, and it has the 
name of the home of that tree hugging furry little marsupial critter 
called the Koala.  Gumtree... Just punch in a search requirement 
and away you go. All I type in there is Hornby Australia, and that’s 
it. Up comes a list with Hornby items for sale.   I have seen some 
bargains in there, and also some very hopeful sellers. By that I 
mean they are trying to sell an M1 set for 500 dollars, with the 
quote that it is “rare”. Good luck I say to them. I guess if you don’t 
have one, it could be considered rare.   And so to my bargain.

Photography by Mick Wise

HORNBY O GAUGE “METROPOLITAN 2”
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Photography by Andrew Graham
   Sitting at the loading dock of where I haul 40 foot containers, 
usually with the chocolate biscuits that the masses want yes-
terday, I filled in some idle time and did a quick search. Usual 
request.... Hornby Australia, and up came the listings. New list-
ings are always at the top, so you never have to go looking over 
yesterday’s pickings.

    OO, O, Thomas Hornby, rare Dublo, HO/OO, Hornby train, so 
on and so on. Then I read the next ad....
“Antique Hornby metropolitan 2 modal rail engine “.  100.00 Ne-
gotiable.”  On first seeing it, I laughed and said “yeah right”. Keep 
dreaming. I moved on down the list, saw nothing of interest and 
was going to shut down the page. I decided to scroll back up the 
page and stopped at the metro ad again. Read the title, and the 
price again. Ummmm, yeah, “Keep dreaming” I had said ear-
lier. Whoops my mistake. When I had read it the first time, in 
my haste to move on, I thought the price was $1000.00. Hence 
the keep dreaming comment. No, it was $100.00. My attention 
was captured then. Closer investigation revealed that the ad had 
been up three days already, and had had about 40 views from 
lookers. Obviously, those who looked at it didn’t know what they 
were looking at. Well, $100.00, and a phone number...............

   I logged in to the site, and got the seller’s phone number, and 
asked if they would ring me. In a matter of minutes, the phone 
rang. I answered and introduced myself, and was greeted by a 
fellow by the name of Jacob. I asked if he still had the item that 
was up for sale. He said yes, and was I interested. I asked if there 
were any wagons or coaches and he said no there wasn’t. Dur-

ing the conversation, it came out the loco was put on gumtree, 
because the seller, a minister in his church, was cleaning out the 
small store room at the back of the church. In the room were a 
number of items left over from a recent table sale. The train was 
one, items of jewellery, a small table, etc.  After talking to Rev. 
Jacob, bank details were given and payment was made. Deal 
done. He even asked if I was happy with price.

   All that was left to do was just sit and wait for the mailman to 
deliver it. Four days was a long wait. Saturday morning, down the 
road, and check the PO Box. There’s a card in it. Card means 
parcel.
   Upon getting the parcel I flipped it over and saw the sender’s 
name, and straight away I knew what it was. Oh the drudgery of 
shopping, it was to be three hours before I got to unwrap the loco. 
While waiting for the parcel to arrive in the mail, I looked at the 
ad a few more times, looking at the pictures. I was still unsure of 
what voltage it was. I was still none the wiser until it arrived. The 
other thing was I saved the ad in my files.
   Having arrived home, lunch was done away with, then it was 
time to see what I got for my money. I know what I got....a bar-
gain. Opening the box went some way to explaining the title of 
the ad. Included in the package was a CDA controller slave unit. 
Hence the mention of the word modal. After unwrapping tons of 
bubble wrap, it was well packed, I got to see the Metro in full 
view. A quick flip upside down, and hey presto no voltage marks. 
So I eliminated the 6 and 20 volt options. Was hoping for one of 
those so as I could run it on my layout. Maybe it was a 4 volt job. 
Then there was only one option left. Maybe a 110 volt Metro.
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Photography by Andrew Graham

I took the roof off, looking to see if there was any indication of 
voltage. Nope none. Curiosity got the better of me, so I undid the 
motor bolts that hold it to the chassis. Time was spent cleaning 
it up, then I had the bright idea to put power to it. I have a brand 
new you beaut control made specifically for running my 0 gauge, 
on both 6 and 20 volt, and this was plugged in to play. Set up a 
test bed, sit loco on and add some power.  Phhtttt, there goes 
a fuse. Replace, and go again. It was just like being a favourite 
conductor at a classical music concert. ......repeat performance. 
Well, replace, try again....... Yep you guessed it. By this time I 
figured there was a problem.

 The loco itself......well, it’s a Metropolitan, electric, and very nice. 
In the photos in the advert it looked very straight, and the paint 
work looked to be nice and crisp. Thought the valance looked as 
if it had been repainted. In actual appearance, the loco is amaz-
ing. The chassis is straight, no dents or bends, with the paint in 
good shape. It has both couplings, being the early huge drop link 
version, with nickel plating being superb. The body is virtually 

blemish free in regards to dents etc, with the paint and printing 
being exquisite. To finish the look of it, it has a lovely patina, with 
fine crazing showing its age. Regarding the repainted valance, 
it is not repainted as it shows signs of crazing as well, so it is all 
original. In general, it is in very good shape.

So what is it?  Well I took my newest addition to the June meeting 
of the HRCAA, and put it on display. Considerable interest was 
shown in it. The usual questions got asked, how much, where 
from, and so it goes. When it came to price, some eyebrows 
were raised as if saying sure you got it that cheap. Lucky for me 
I copied the ad to my files. So on wore the afternoon, everyone 
having a good time. Meanwhile, the Metro, after having being 
been passed round like a bottle at a hobos’ convention, and sus-
taining more finger prints than a crime scene, still managed to 
escape the day with a secret. Consensus of those attending, 
was that the Metro was probably a 110 volt job. I can’t say for 
sure as I have never seen a 110 up close.    In the event that it is 
110 volt, it means I can’t run it on my layout.



 Though it will make a good display piece. Somewhere down the 
track, someone may be looking for one to put in a collection and 

just maybe I can do a trade. But for the time being I’m happy to 
have my “100 buck special” on a display table.



 A SPECIAL HAG LOCOMOTIVE

   The HAG model train 
company was founded 

by brothers Hugo & Alwin 
Gahler - hence HAG - in 

Switzerland in the 1930s. 
They started off by producing 

small kitchen appliances like 
apple peelers in their spare time 

to supplement family income. 
   By 1937 German toy manufacturers were stopped from ex-
porting toys and trains including 3-rail metal O gauge track for 
obvious reasons. The HAG brothers took advantage of this op-
portunity and supplied the domestic Swiss and other markets 
with track. During the war years they even produced rolling 
stock. 
   By 1945 HAG presented its first locomotive. It was a small 
electric outline die-cast loco with two axles. Two years later 
HAG came up with a bigger model that had front and back bo-
gies with the product number  11852. In the early 1950s HAG 
attempted to make an articulated loco out of two 11852.                 
   This model was to represent the famous Landi-locomotive of 
the Swiss National Railway (SBB) which came into service in 
1939. At the time this was the most powerful electric locomotive 
in the world with 8170 KW traction power and designed to pull 
heavy freight trains trough the Alps. However this model never 
went into production as demand for O gauge was in decline and 
HO became popular.  By 1957 HAG ended its O gauge 
production and became a successful HO producer. 
The tooling for the O gauge production was 

worth around 300’000 dollars and as nobody wanted to buy it 
was sold as scrap metal for 1500 dollars. 
   On a recent visit to Switzerland I came across this HAG loco 
as pictured. This is a  unique loco. It is not known who made it. 
However this person made a superb job. Out of two small HAG 

die-cast locos, the first model without bogies, this articulated 
loco with two motors plus front and back bogies was made. It 
runs smoothly and looks nice pulling a rake of goods wagons.

THE HAG MODEL TRAIN COMPANY

HAG Model Train Company  and the Author’s Nevawazza
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Here are just a 
few brief lines for 

the collectors of Hornby 
Dublo about the infamous 

16T Mineral Wagon, (metal 
version). This was a very 

welcome addition to the range 
of Dublo in 1953. Together with 

the Bogie Bolster they were to start a move away from the 
traditional tinplate to diecast wagons.      
                
         This development was very much welcome by purchasers 
as it now gave a greater level of detail to their models that they 
had been crying out for. This mineral wagon was to last until 
1958 when the plastic super detail version appeared. The only 
changes made over those first five years were the updating of 
couplings from EMC to LMC and lastly the FMC and a change 
to the base around 1955.

         However, a further change was made after the initial batch 
was released with the transfers on one side having been applied 
to the wrong end. These were later corrected but the early 
releases were not recalled. (Please see Michael Foster’s book 
at P.194 or Alan Ellis Compendium P.56). Another interesting 
feature if one studies the picture on P.195 of Foster’s book is to 
note it is from “original artwork”. However if you look at the style 
of the end opening doors  they appear to have been varied from 
the model in insofar as instead of the 45 degree angle bracing 
as shown in the artwork, the final model used two stand-out 
squares within the opening door. 1   The artwork thus seems to 
show the end of the later plastic version which is a true likeness. 
The other change to note is that a transfer in the picture reads 
8-0 whereas the model came out with 7-14. 

        It was only recently I obtained an example of the early 
version although the later corrected type is relatively common. 
The question thus becomes is the picture a true picture of what 
the model should have looked like or is it in fact an artwork 
picture of the later plastic version and therefore perhaps should 
have been more appropriately been used at P.206 of Michael 
Foster’s book?  The picture shows dark inside to body rather than 
grey for SD version, plus FMC and closed brake gear both of 
which are found on the SD type. The wheels appear to be plastic, 
rather than metal. 

Finally there is the Track Cleaning Wagon, item no.4654 and 
not issued as an export type. This is of course based on the 16T 
mineral wagon. An interesting variation indeed as it was introduced 
using the base of our title, but that had ceased production in about 
1958. Yet this wagon reverted to that period but was only released 
in 1964! 

16T Mineral Wagon - Metal
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HORNBY DUBLO WAGONS



 PRE-WAR DINKY TOYS - LUXURY CARS

When I ‘inherited’ my 
two older brothers’ 

Dinky Toys, there were 
several Pre-war models in 
the collection.  More ac-

curately, most of them were 
Post-war re-issues.  There were 

a few buses, some of the small 
trucks, a taxi (36g) and two Ameri-

can sedans, a Packard (39a) and a Chrysler Royal (39e).  In a 
box of broken bits was a badly damaged BMW Fraser-Nash.  A 
couple of the early racing cars seemed to disappear in the dirt, 
under the house.  The box of bits somehow got thrown away (and 
with it a few very saveable Dinky Toys) and I did not see a BMW 
Fraser-Nash again for many years.
   As a teenager, I repainted the Taxi, Packard and Chrysler but 
knew nothing of the series to which they each belonged.  In my 
early twenties, I swapped a military vehicle (152b Reconnais-
sance Car) for a sad but straight Sunbeam-Talbot 
(38b).   That was my first introduction to the Pre-
war Sports and open cars (38 series). With the 
Sunbeam nicely repaint-
ed, I began to look for the 
other cars in that series 
but poverty and importu-
nity held me back for many 
years.
Decades later, I decided to 
sell most of my collection 
of mint/boxed and excel-
lent models.  Dinky and 
Corgi Toys predominated 
but there were some sen-
sational items from Rio, 
Solido, Matchbox and 
others.  I became friends 
with a buyer who kept re-
turning.  As our friendship 
grew, he rekindled my 
interest in collecting but 
gave me some wonderful 

advice “just collect one brand or one series or one type and try 
to get them all”. It was an easy enough choice for me: I had de-
liberately kept my early Post-war Dinky Toys and they were my 
favourites.  So I decided to collect the Dinky Toys which were 
produced from 1946 – 1958 (when windows were introduced).  
As I already owned a good number of these, the collecting fo-
cused on filling gaps in various series. Saloon cars were my first 
love, so I soon tracked down examples of each car issued in that 
period. Then the Sports Racers gradually came to me and along 
the way, the beautiful open-top cars of the 38 series. When I 
restored all of these, they made a terrific display and brought me 
great pride, none more so than when my children would ask if 
they could play with my cars and I would invariably see them get 
the Pre-war Open cars out first.
I have deliberately avoided collecting the Pre-war luxury cars for 
many years.  I knew I would not be able to stop at one or two 
but would go nuts and chase them all.  Well, it turned out worse 
than I thought.  The decision to start collecting was made in early 
one October.  By early December, I had located and purchased 

The first photo shows them all lined up outside “Dr Dick’s Classic Car 
Restorations”, one of Humeville’s personalised establishments

From left to right: Vauxhall, Armstrong Siddeley, Daimler, Rolls-Royce, British-Salm-
son 4 seater, British Salmson 2 seater, Rover Streamline, Bentley Coupe and Humber 
Vogue.  In the background are the Chrysler Airflow and the Streamline Tourer



eleven models including all the ones I had in mind, plus a few oth-
ers that I had not considered. 
   Good news about all the new acquisitions is that almost all of 
them came at very reasonable prices.  Even allowing for postage, 
I have paid far less than would have been expected a few years 
ago. OK, so most of them need a complete overhaul but only one 
is badly damaged.  New grilles and bumpers will be ordered and I 
have already decided on the colours each will be painted!

I took the opportunity of a rare, quiet afternoon to photograph them 
before the preparation work dismantling and stripping them began.
       The next photo highlights the three coupes: Rover, Bentley 
and Humber. The Rover is original but missing radiator and grille. 
The Bentley has been badly repainted and also needs new grille, 
headlights and bumper (one unit).  The Humber photographs well 

but is a pretty amateurish repaint and will need to be redone.  I 
know just the man for the job...
       Next we have the Limousines lined up: Rolls-Royce, Vauxhall, 
Armstrong-Siddeley and Daimler.  All still sport their original paint-
work. The Armstrong is far the best, with replacement bumper/ 
grille/lights unit and quite good paint.  The Rolls is the worst, need-
ing the new grille and some judicious straightening of the front 
guards.  It is also missing the left front wheel.  The Vauxhall looks 

pretty ugly but is actually straight and original 
and just needs the new grille assembly (and 
paint).  The Daimler has a bizarre hole in the 
bodywork near the right rear guard and also 
needs the grille assembly. 
      The fourth photo overleaf showcases the 
two British Salmson models.  I considered 
not buying these, as they are odd, ungainly 
looking models in their Post-war forms.  I re-
cently discovered, however, that the Pre-war 
versions had open windscreen frames unlike 
the queer Post-war versions which are solid 
tinplate!  Anyway, they are part of the series, 
so I was always doomed to need them.  In the 
event, they have turned out to be quite pretty 
cars with long bonnets.  Just wait till I have 
finished with them!  So, they need windscreen 

frames but only the 4 seater needs the new grille. (It also has a 
severe crack in the chassis).
         Finally we show the rather gorgeous kit models, which some-
one has assembled, painted, boxed and marketed for less than 
the cost of the kit from the supplier!  I was the only bidder:  the 
Chrysler Airflow and the Open Tourer.  Does anyone know the type 
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of car on which the Open Tourer is modelled?  It looks a lot like the Chrysler but is rather smaller.  So there you have it: another nine 
Dinky Toys to be restored, along with the 
hundreds of others still waiting their turn....

TO BE CONTINUED IN THE 
NEXT EDITON OF THE VMR 
eMAG 
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 PRE-WAR DINKY TOYS - LUXURY CARS

BREXIT. I wondered 
what effect Brexit would 

have on me in Australia, 
there did not appear to be 
a problem. I had an email 
from a relative in UK and 

he said that those in UK who 
wanted to stay in Europe did 

not think they would lose and 
those who wanted to leave Eu-

rope did not think they would win, so nobody bothered to “Plan 
ahead”. But I did. I heard on the radio that if Brexit did occur 
the Pound would crash. So what you say. The morning after 
the result of the vote, I logged onto the ANZ website to find the 

exchange rate. Now the exchange rate you see on the ABC TV 
news is not the same rate that you see on the Exchange rate 
websites. The ANZ rate is even worse and this is what they use 
when you use your credit card. I had been looking at buying 
another Atlantic, no not a car this time, but an LNER Steam Lo-
comotive. Pre Brexit it was $420 and the day after Brexit it was 
$320 (about the same price as a Ladies “Hairdo”, Ha ha), so I 
logged onto the “Locomotion” site and clicked on “Order”. The 
VAT deduction was the same as the postage cost and a week 
later the Parcel duly arrived. I am now building up another order 
for Hornby and Austin Parts when the UK finally leaves Europe 
and the Pound crashes again, or so they say. And that could be 
another story.



THE HORNBY DUBLO CO-BO

UGLY DUCKING OR BEAUTIFUL SWAN ?

I have to admit, I do 
love diesel loco’s. 

Don’t get me wrong, 
steam of the bygone era 

has that romantic nostalgia 
that gets under the skin – the 

smell of steam and oil, but I grew 
up when diesel was coming of age 

and a viaduct no more than half a mile 
away was visible at the end of our garden carrying Deltics to Lon-
don. 
   Mum used to take me to the “The old smoke” every other Satur-
day to help her with shopping. Downing some Wimpy burgers was 
my fortnightly treat along with the odd Strawberry shake. Waiting 
on the platform for these 99 ton monsters (Deltics) was the most 
anticipated point of the journey. Even when waiting at the station 
with no trains, I was still bemused by the way the rails ran in paral-
lel, resting on the ballast with oil and diesel spread over the place 
mixed in with people’s litter.  I marvelled at all before me, not quite 
old enough to understand, but old enough to experience the sight, 
smell and sound.
   This takes me to the CO-BO and the question of appearance. 
We all love the lines of aerodynamic trains; look at the HST, the 
Bullet train and Europe’s AGV. The Co-Bo, though, has been de-

scribed as a brick on wheels or “a box on ten wheels” as sug-
gested by Adrian Henderson. It doesn’t really conjure up an image 
of thoughtful dynamics but it served a purpose, was in service and 
performed its duties. Built by Metropolitan- Vickers it was classed 
as a small locomotive for diesel and commonly used in pairs ser-
vicing the Henderson – Carlisle route, weighing in at 97 tons.
   Hornby have captured this, another in their paltry range of die-
sels. With the writing on the wall and their eventual demise, Horn-
by left it up to the competition to carry on this mantle. 
     If you ever get to see the interview with John Ghan (The Rise 
and Fall of Hornby) when he relayed the conversation he had  with 
a dealer on the phone, who was enquiring about Hornby’s lack of 
response to their production and the lack of available model die-
sels  for the toy market, John replied “well not long now, well we 
have the CO-BO now”. The dealer responded, “Don’t talk to me 
about those;  there’s a siding opposite my shop full of them!” In 
the interview John goes on to say “No body liked it, its shape was 
against it really”.  In my opinion, though, at certain angles, while 
running on two or three rail, it actually looks good, even great!  It 
is my favourite Hornby Diesel for its time, more so than the Deltic. 
   There you have it. That’s my opinion and when running the CO-
BO in pairs, some nostalgia creeps back to those days of early 
diesel and even steam.

INTRODUCTION

1 

A locomotive with ten wheels is hardly a rarity. Witness an LMS 
Royal Scot, a GWR Castle, a VR D3 or a C36 class on the NSW-
GR. With diesels, this configuration of ten wheels is so rare the 
only example ever produced might be that created in 1958 by 
Metropolitan-Vickers. It was intended for fast passenger freight 
duties on the London Midland region. Why was the design lat-
erally unbalanced? Not so much lop-sided as lop-ended? Asym-
metrical - symmetry with an ass at one end? 
   It was an attempt to get the weighty engines into a reasonable 
weight limit. Six wheels at one end, four wheels at the other. Dia-
bolically different bogies, never the twain shall mix. Unusually, the 
two sides differ, as do the two ends. 
     (overleaf)   A “Hornby-Dublo 2233 Co-Bo 1200 HP Diesel-
Electric Loco 1961-64 BR # 5702 Loco still in original factory pack-
aging with instructions and Meccano lubricating oil. Loco mint with 

excellent box. $350.” 
The quote above is 
a description of this first  
and pristine example of 
the Hornby Dublo Co-Bo, 
in stock at the time of writ-
ing at Antique Toy World, The 
Camberwell Antique Centre, 
25-29 Cookson Street, Camberwell, 
Victoria. Open 7 days from 10am – 5 pm. Peter Cozens HRCAA 
446. The cabside number is D5702, thus a 2 rail version. It will 
run well on 3 rail provided the centre rail is no more than a water 
trough. Thanks Peter for the photo – a treasure just as it came 
50+ years ago.
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This as-new example of the Hornby Dublo Co-Bo has been photo-graphed by its owner, Mark Hobson. Cabside 
number D5713 identifies this engine as the 3 rail version. 

THE HORNBY DUBLO CO-BO

Hornby released their Dublo models in December 1961. Hardly 
as sensuous in shape as the E-type Jaguar, also released in 
1961 – the hapless Co-Bo on BR rails has been termed one of 
the biggest disasters of the early diesel period. Initially spurned 
as an ugly duckling, as short-lived and as a box on wheels. Only 
20 were made, and on January 4, 1960 17 out of the 20 were in 
for repair at Cricklewood. Its problem is quoted as a “Crossley 
controversial 1200HP two-stroke motor” which had already given 
trouble in Ireland.
   Given even my lawnmower is four-stroke, I find this perplexing. 
On its trial 14-coach test train worked from Stockton to Leeds, 
a Co-Bo encountered technical problems and arrived 90 min-
utes late. An ingenious cylinder firing device damaged pistons 
and bent connecting rods. Your Dublo example is superbly engi-
neered and it will give you no such worries.
   After modifications by Metro-Vick, they were sent not to 
Coventry but to Barrow 
for their remain-
ing days, where 
they could do 
less damage 
to main line 
s c h e d u l e s 
when they 
failed to 
p r o c e e d . 
All were with-
drawn within ten 

years. It’s reported that just one example, D5705 
has survived the torch, stored under cover as a 
non-working exhibit at The Peak Railway in Mat-
lock, Derbyshire.
   The prototypes were one of the many experi-
mental classes ordered by BR at the start of its 
dieselisation program. With experiments, failure 
can be a necessary step towards ultimate suc-
cess. It’s been said that those who’ve never 
made a mistake have never made anything.
   On the topic of failure, and starting long before 

German inventor Rudolf Diesel made his mark, real failure on 
the rails had made itself evident. Sixty major boiler explosions 
are on record, from 1716 to 2009. Most were fatal, not all were 
connected with railway engines. George and Robert Stephenson 
suffered a setback in 1828 when Locomotion blew its boiler on 
the Stockton and Darlington, killing the driver. No Co-Bo was in-
volved in such fatalities. But alas, the full-size Co-Bo on British 
Railways was designated…a failure.

An Appreciating Asset?
   As if this news isn’t depressing, Michael Foster states that the 
Co-Bo was the most unsuccessful in the whole Hornby Dublo 
range. Not a bad engine; but not a good seller. If your collection 
includes an example, should you now send it to Suffolk for a burial 
at St Edmunds?  Hold on,  it could be an appreciating asset,   

1 
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but we’ll come to that later so we can finish our story with a happy 
ending. Why did Hornby select this unusual prototype for release 
in both 2-rail and 3-rail?         
       Firstly, an animated version named “Boco” (a Co-Bo un-
der contemplation from its other end) features as a character in 
Thomas the Tank Engine, even resulting in Ertl producing a 
model of him.  As a diesel in the 1960s, Boco was doomed to be 
cast as a villain, and his acting role was to display condescension 
towards rival steam engines until he got his just desserts.
        The famous railway artist Terence Cuneo captured a striking 
likeness of a Co-Bo+Co-Bo combination, two of them in tandem, 
taking the mickey out of Beyer-Garratts, while hauling the ‘Condor’ 
night goods express from London to Glasgow. This was a dis-

tance of 400 miles and 
at that time the fast-
est freight service in 
Europe. Freight was 
shipped in contain-
ers, £16 for a small 
container and £18 
for a large one. 

That’s a mar-
ginal differ-

ence, less than 
the difference 

between H0 scale 
and 00 scale. Cuneo’s cap-

tivating canvas was used for publicity purposes by Gamages and 
later by Rovex for a catalogue cover in 1972.                                        
    

    For most of us, our face lights up at the sight of a railway scene 
painted by Cuneo. Our first goal is to locate the legendary mouse. 
Once that is done, the next step is to identify the real focal point.           
In this instance, the most fetching part of Cuneo’s action-filled 
painting is the Condor headboard. Although definitely planned, 
this headboard was never put into production on the Dublo model. 
A disappointment, rather like robbing LNER A4 Sir Nigel Gresley 
of his nameplate and referring to him rather offhandedly as a 4-6-
2.

Hauling Power to Pull 0 Gauge Four-wheel Clockers 
off the Tracks
   The Dublo model was very similar in construction to the Deltic. 
As a positive, ringfield motors gave Hornby’s Co-Bo almost Deltic 
hauling power. Hornby accurately reproduced the basic box shape, 
though the die-cast body lacked some of the detail possible in a 
plastic one. But then some of us align ourselves with heavy metal. 
As a monocoque, it had no separate chassis, so underframe detail 
was basic.  
    As another positive, the body correctly reproduced the very dif-
ferent pattern of grilles each side. The cab featured glazing and 
the livery was accurate. Brunswick green was the main body col-
our with a blue-green horizontal stripe between cab doors towards 
the bottom of the body shell. The body carried a lion-holding-wheel 
logo, Leo failing to conceal his political allegiance and forever un-
dergoing the Labour of facing Left. The roof colour was one of 
the lighter shades of grey. The body front was green, without any 
warning panel in yellow – a later feature of the prototype.

2 3 

3 

2 
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THE HORNBY DUBLO CO-BO

A Sought-After Collectors’ Model
   Don’t invert your Co-Bo for inspection to poke his undersides 
and pronounce him 2-rail or 3-rail. It is unseemly in mixed com-
pany and it rattles the crew. Nor do you need to climb under-
neath. Memorise this: a 3-rail version is numbered D5713, and 
a 2-rail version is D5702. You pay nothing extra for these useful 
snippets, just pay your annual sub when due.
   As to values, the 3-rail version is worth more. Twenty years 
ago, it was reported that “the model is currently undergoing a 
transition from being the failure of the Dublo range into being a 
sought-after collectors’ model of an unusual prototype, and in 
three-rail form prices often exceed £165.” Add on 20 years of 

inflation, convert to Aussie dollars and then, gentle reader, you 
can tell Thomas, Percy, James and Edward just where to go. I 
promised you a happy ending.
   I have drawn heavily on the words of Tony Stanford in Model 
Railway Enthusiast for October 1995; in a further article within 
Model Railway Enthusiast for December 1996, and upon the 
wisdom of Michael Foster in Hornby Dublo Trains, Volume 3 in 
The Hornby Companion Series from New Cavendish Books. I 
am also grateful to Mark Hobson for the photo of D5713, and 
to Peter Cozens for his consent to include on page 1 the photo-
graph of his superlative D5702.

       ADVERTISING
The next issue of the full VMR eMag will have room for ad-
vertising which will be free to anyone that feels they have 
something to offer the Hobby. So if you repair, service, 
make and  sell anything to do with vintage model railways 
then you can contact us on EMAIL: exchange@vinta-
gemodelrailways.com.au or MOBILE 04038775124. We 
can even do the artwork for you! Just provide us the details 
and Logo, font formats as well as images and we will do 
the rest. If you have any web sites that need  promoting we 
can also list these both in the VMR eMag and on website.

GST or no GST, that is the question. While the VMR is 
certainly not a political voice and we do not condone politics 
in our hobby, there is something that some of you may not be 
aware of. 
   As of the 1st of July 2018, we the public, have lost the right 
to purchase second hand goods or goods of any sort up to 
the value of $1000 without a duty being incurred. So if you 
now purchase that prized Hornby item that has come up on an 
overseas auction site, in this case we will say eBay, you will be 
charged an extra 10%.
   Some of you may remember that this was brought about by 
Mr Harvey and a few others who believed that retail outlets  in 
Australia needed a fair re-balance to fight against the public’s 
insatiable desire to purchase goods from overseas rather than 
go to one of his stores!
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   ‘So a fair playing field?’ I hear you say.That’s reasonable but 
why on second hand goods? How will this help Mr Harvey and his 
friends fight the evils of international trade! 
   Now its not unreasonable to make companies pay more tax 
in Australia, but why is the Government using the public to prop 
this up with overseas purchases? Shouldn’t the Government be 
using a more direct and intelligent way of dealing with these com-
panies? By this, I don’t mean how they have gone about trying to 
get Amazon to collect the GST! 
   Look what happened with Amazon. They  just decided to shut 
down any access to the overseas  purchases by Australians. 
So the Government have not only lost out on any revenue but 
we, the public, have to go back to paying over the top pricing 
for goods that are way cheaper abroad. Please don’t tell me its 
down to population, we are now part of the global community. No 
protectionism here!
   OK so our cousins in the UK have to put up with a 20% tax on 
all goods being purchased overseas by the public but they have 
a stronger buying leverage because of their economy, population 
and currency. We are not in the UK though, we are in Australia 
and we want our $1000 tax-free threshold back!
   Getting back to Mr Harvey, I found an interesting article regard-
ing his gripe with the Governmant and the need to change the 
way the public makes their purchasing decisions - http://www.
openforum.com.au/why-gerry-harvey-is-wrong/ What have 

second hand goods got to do with his argument? Nothing, abso-
luteley nothing! 
   Who collects this tax when the public make an overseas pur-
chase? Not the government, it would cost too much in trying 
to police. Another interesting link: https://www.theguardian.
com/australia-news/2017/jun/19/gst-extended-to-all-goods-
bought-overseas-from-july-2018.
   For example, two purchases were recently made by the writer 
of this article on eBay UK. Purchase one: the seller independent-
ly used Royal mail in posting the said item. Item was received. No 
GST was charged or collected. 
   Purchase two: the seller used eBay’s Global Shipping Program 
(GSP) This will be in an article (Pitfalls in Purchasing on line) in 
the next VMR eMag edition. eBay charged GST  on top of the 
auction purchase at time of checkout. GST is also charged on 
the freight as well! So eBay have just charged an extra 10% on 
their own shipping program! This I find very disturbing.  Also who 
is paying (collecting) the GST for our government? 
Where is the proof  of collection Mr Harvey?
   So there you have it! Is this fair? You be the judge. Remember 
that you do have a choice and that is to let the Government know 
what you think! Instead of collecting the proper tax that large cor-
porations avoid paying, why Mr Government,  are you taxing the 
public on the way they spend their hard earned dollar which has 
already been taxed?  

 SOME PEOPLE TO CONTACT IN QLD, IF YOU WANT A SAY! 

Senator Andrew Bartlett Senator Anthony Chisholm Senator Chris KetterSenator Claire Moore Senator Fraser Anning

TO CONNECT TO YOUR LOCAL SENATOR 
IN YOUR STATE

https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Guidelines_for_Contacting_Senators_and_Members/los



BASSETT - LOWKE : THE GOLDEN YEARS

A mature but  wise W.J. Bassett-Lowke
standing in front of a Corgi Classic. 
A far cry from the turn of the 20th century 
Bassett-Lowke Empire. I wonder what his 
thoughts would be in todays plastic injected 
model train market?
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BASSETT - LOWKE : THE GOLDEN YEARS

Bassett-Lowke O Gauge 4-4-0 Loco and Tender LMS brown 
“Compound” No.1063, 3 - Rail Electric.

Being a collector of 
Dublo has intro-
duced me to col-

lectors of all gauges 
and makes. O gauge 

was never going  to be on 
my wish list, so I thought. 

So I admired them and re-
spected owners alike, not quite 

understanding what all the fuss 
was about.

   With the help of a local enthusiast  and his collection, I have 
been lucky to photograph some of these fine beauties. The scale 
of O Gauge responds so well to the camera, more so than its  
baby brother OO. The early tinplate seems to carry more nostal-
ga!  Maybe because of its vintage which makes it  generally older 
depending on the make, even the way the cardboard packaging 
smells from my collection of Dublo retail boxes that were made
from a period much later.             
   This article is not intended to be about the whole life and works 
of one W.J. Bassett-Lowke. There has been so much already 
written about him and the successful business that he created. I 
could not hope to do any more service to such a wonderful model 
engineer, but  hope that these articles gives the reader a retro-
spective as well as reflection on  ‘Fine Scale Modeling’. I have 
enjoyed immensley capturing these locomotives to archive 

so that they can be admired by all in the future. 
 This article starts the first of hopefully many article’s covering 
“The Model Engineers” of the 19th and 20th Century.  Which in-
clude W.J. Bassett-Lowke (Bassett-Lowke), R.F Stedman (Leeds 
Model company),  Mills Brothers firm (Milbro) and many more.
   W.J. Bassett-Lowke (referred to as Bassett-Lowke for this ar-
ticle) was born in the last quarter of the 19th century. Basset-
Lowke pursued with vigor many hobbies including sports, as well 
as being a  keen photographer. The model making came later as 
well as  architecture and even politics. Influences of design and 
the arts  were clearly seen in not only his home life (78 Derngate 
- Charles Rennie Mackintosh)   but on the covers of the product 
catalogues first seen from the 1904 period. 
   His interest in making models and his connection to a fellow 
enthusiast Mr Franklin, who shared a number of his hobbies cre-
ated a lifelong partnership . This chain of events was also helped 
by the involvement of a George Blake, supplier of small sized 
materials required for model engineers. Add to this the opportu-
nity of the ‘Wellingborough Station’ accident, Bassett-Lowke  had 
a photographic scoop which  enabled him to have enough money 
to advertise and create the first catalogues for  the mail order 
business in 1898.
   This article concentrates on the wide range of locomotives that  
Bassett-Lowke offered to market, the range was also comple-
mented by ship models and the Waterline series which was  



47VMR Special Editionexchange@vintagemodelrailways.com.auVMR facebook group

Bassett-Lowke renowned for fine Scale Engineering 
0-gauge 0-6-0 electric locomotive, 41611 British Railways black livery

run independently. It became very popular and these items were
not only puchased by keen ship lovers but also the Admiralty, for 
training purposes.  Most notably would be the series of ships built 
to display at Earl’s Court for the Imperial Services Exhibition in 
1913.
   My copy of “The Bassett-Lowke story” tells me that during the 
period of 1909-1910, the range of castings, fittings, model rail-
ways, traction engines, machinery fittings, ship models and model 
railways would now fill a catalogue requiring 476 pages!
   Not only was the business accommodating the retail sales but 
also satisfying  the demand for Special work orders  by 1913, and 
employing nearly 300 people! Not bad for fourteen years of trad-
ing. The success of this business can not  only be attributed to  
Bassett-Lowke’s forward business thinking but also to the people 
he employed or networked with. In the early days he created busi-
ness relationships with the fine German Model  Companies from 
Nuremburg, Bing and Carette, who were instrumental in its suc-
cess. This combined  with the home grown range of castings and

 was complemented by consignments from Bing and Carrette. 
   This allowed for the natural expansion in the early days and 
key positions filled by the likes of talented draughtsmen Henry 
Greenly, the engineer James Mackenzie and engineer/draughts-
men Gerorge Winteringham allowed the business to go from 
strength to strength.
   By the time of 1904-05, my copy of  “The Bassett-Lowke story”  
tells me that Bassett-Lowke was convinced that that  miniature 
railway locomotives could be built to scale proportions and the 
prospect of  minature railways could be added to the business.        
On April the 20th, 1905, the Minature railway opened for business 
at Blackpool, an ideal site to capatalize on the holiday market 
which subsequently created lots of interest. The loco’s name was 
the ‘Nipper’ an 0-4-4  tank. Unfortuantely due to the environment, 
running costs were high and so other sites were considered so 
as to keep the cost of servicing the 15” Gauge locomotives to a 
minimum.
   By 1914-1918 the Bassett-Lowke business, with the help of 
Bing and Carette, were making large progress to the smaller 

gauge range of locomotives. In this period locomo-
tives like the ‘Black Prince’ which had a number of 
versions from the original Bing product were born. 
Variety catered to a number of regional preferences.
   This was important to the business. Making small 
gauge trains of quality lead to a reputation which was  
widley accepted in the public arena. Important to this 
business was the supplying of training models to the 
railways companies.  This part of the business grew 
to the extent that large projects were being overseen 
by George Winteringham, this time as a consultant 
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BASSETT - LOWKE : THE GOLDEN YEARS

Bassett-Lowke O Gauge 4-4-0 Loco and Tender BR green “Prince Charles” No.62453

Bassett-Lowke O Gauge 4-4-0 Loco and Tender BR Blue “Prince Charles” No.62078

Bassett-Lowke O Gauge 2-6-0 Loco and Tender LMS black Mogul, No.2945, live steam
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Acknowledgement:
My thanks to the JB collection of Bassett-Lowke Locomotives, allowing me to  photograph and use in this article.
Roland Fuller  “The Bassett-Lowke story” published by New Cavendish Books 1984. ISBN 0 904568 34 2   Copies can easily be 
found on line for auction.
The Leeds Model Company 1912-2012 (The First One Hundred Years) published and written by David Peacock
ISBN 978-0-9569105-0-9. Copies can be obtained through the Stedman Trust.

and designer.
   Expansion into the retail market was a natural evolution from 
the mail order business and a sign that the business was making 
good profit to allow for this.                   
   An interesting point was the cautionary move into a retail prem-
ises and through Bassett-Lowke’s good use of networking and 
friendships, namely a Jack Sears, of ‘True Form Shoe Co.’ who  
was a backer and mentor, Bassett-Lowke was persuaded to open 
his first shop. 
    Another interesting point worth noting was their finding the best 
place for  a retail premises. At the time, the Strand was becoming 
a place to go to for shopping. To get around the high rents Basset-
Lowke found a premises that had a short lease due to develop-
ment in the area. The lease was for six months and the rent was 
cheap. This proved a very intelligent way of understading if such 
a business in retail would not only be profitable, but could it be 
sustained! The new shop at High Holborn No.257, was reportadly 

a great success and attracted many customers including royalty. 
This meant that now  another premises had to be found as No.257 
was on a short lease, hence 112 High Holborn, a retail premises 
that was much larger and included a basement. This new shop 
was opened in 1910 and had a one Edward Hobbs as the store 
manager, brought over from the No.257 premises. Edward’s in-
terest in model boats and their design helped the business im-
mensely. He designed a series of sailing yachts and power craft. 
Hobbs also persuaded the company set up a workshop at the rear 
of the shop so special items could be built.
  I can recommend Roland Fuller’s ‘Bassett-Lowke Story’ an ex-
cellent account about the running of the company, which goes 
into great depth and is a very interesting read for the connoisseur 
of Vintage Model Railways.

BASSETT-LOWKES ‘GOLDEN YEARS’ WILL BE CONTUNUED IN 
THE NEXT EDITON OF THE VMR eMAG

Bassett-Lowke O gauge 3-rail electric BR LMR 0-6-0 
goods tender locomotive. RN 43871 in satin black livery.



MY FIRST HORNBY TRAIN SET

VIDEO   PLACEMENT
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THE BUFFER STOP PUZZLE PAGE ANSWERS
Passing Trains (1) Solution:
1. The left-hand engine (LE) and the yellow coach uncouple from the red coach and back into the 
 siding
2. The right-hand engine (RE) and its train of orange and blue coaches move past the siding and couple to the red   

 coach
3. LE and the yellow coach move back onto the main line, leaving sufficient space for RE to return along the main line
4. RE shunts the red coach into the siding
5. RE continues on its way westwards
6. LE couples to the red coach and carries on its way eastwards 

How Long (2)  Solution :
 Oh dear, only a mathematician would launch into a full analysis before realising that the trains will be exactly the same  

 distance from Lincoln (which, incidentally, is 10.4 km).

ANSWERSCROSSWORD SOLUTION:
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R E V I E W S

If you are into your ‘Ephemera’? Then 
this is a must for your Collection or Train 
Room. Reproduction Robilt catalogue 
that folds out to A3 poster and shows the 
Robilt range!

   AVAILABLE FROM COREY - 
CONTACT -
RestoredByME@bigpond.com

This account of the Leeds Model 
Co by David Peacock, makes for an 
interesting read. One of a number of 

British Model engineering companies 
from the early 20th century. The book 

concentrates on the beginnings of the 
company and the influences around Rex 

Stedman and the evolution of the works. 
The depth of information and material that 

is available in this book is impressive and 
did I mention contains a DVD allowing the 

reader to delve into pictorial, videos and fur-
ther reference material. All in all outstanding, 

five stars!
This book can be purchased through the 

 Stedman Trust :  
                                       http://www.leedsstedmantrust.org/contact.html
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N E W S

PLEASE SIR, CAN I HAVE SOME MORE!

We are now on face book and 
have our own Vintage Model 
Railways group page.
https:/ /www.facebook.com/
groups/VintageModelRailways/
You have to log into your face-
book account to go to the group 
page then you can enjoy the 
posts from other members that 
enjoy collecting Vintage Model 
Railways.

With the launch of the Special 
edition VMR eMagazine - We 
will have time to revamp the 

Exchange page on the web site. Better features and the ability to create your own 
accounts will be made available. Remember Sell, Swap and Buy!

‘PITFALLS AND WHERE TO LOOK - BEST AUCTIONS’
This article has now been held back untill the next edition due to the ever changing 
Landscape of GST and how it is being collected with the new tax threshold that 
has been initiated on the 1st of July, for overseas purchases. Ebay have recently 
started calling this ‘The low income charge’ ? More accurate information from the 
Government, ATO is required. Remember this affects all of us! 

Yes you can have your cake and eat it but we need your help in 
giving us content that we may be able to publish in the next edi-
tions of the magazine.

 If you have something you may want to contribute, you 
can contact us on the front page of the VMR website (contact 
form - at the foot of the page). Email at exchange@vintage mod-
elrailways.com.au. If you would like to be interviewed regarding 
your collection or want to write an article we can help you and 
proof your work so as to make the process as easy as possible.
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